
Publication of Proceeding Papers—Revisited
Many societies sponsor conferences and then publish the
proceedings from those conferences. By and large these
proceedings are not refereed and provide a record of the
conference. Theyprovide in one volume aview of the current
state of the art of that field. This is a particularly valuable
practice in the applied sciences where related materials can
often be spread through a variety ofpublications rather than
appearing in a singlejoumal or two. Because papers in these
proceedings are often not refereed, the question arises as to
the need for the archival publication ofsome ofthese papers
in refereed journals. SPIE—The International Society for
Optical Engineering sponsors many conferences each year
and currently publishes some 200 proceedings volumes a
year. This led me to discuss our editorial position with the
Publications Committee of the Society, which in turn, led to
an editorial statement1 that set forth a revised policy for our
journal. As quoted in that editorial, our letter to meeting
chairs states:

The Society has available to it a large body of
knowledge developed by a wide range of compe-
tent workers in our field. Atpresent, that material is
published in our Proceedings. As Editor of Optical
Engineering I would like to do all I can to capture
some of that knowledge in the archival literature.
Thus, I urge you to select material from your
Proceedings and encourage the authors to present
that material in the form necessary for consider-
ation for publication in our journal.

During 199 1 , 51 papers werepublished in Optical Engineer-
ing that were reviewed and revised versions of papers that
had appeared in a variety ofconference proceedings. These
51 papers represented 21.4% of the 238 papers published
during 1991. In the first five months of this year, we have
published 24 papers that appeared in conference proceed-
ings; these 24 papers represent 23.1% of the 104 papers
published through the April issue of 1992.

Some believe that this process is double publication and,
hence, clutters the literature. However, I believe that pro-
ceedings and journals fulfill important yet different roles,
and that it is acceptable, on occasion, to have basically the
same material appear in both places. Of course, there will
always be some difference between the two publications of
the material dictated by format, author revisions, and the
review process. Nevertheless, I expect this tobe a continuing
area of debate.

Editorial

Acknowledgment
When a paper that has appeared previously in a proceedings
is published in Optical Engineering, that fact is acknowl-
edged. Here is an actual example ofthe standard form that this
acknowledgment takes:

Paper 2933 received June 16, 1990; revised manu-
script received Jan. 17, 1991; accepted for publica-
tion Jan. 29, 1991. This paper is arevision of a paper
presented at the SPIE conference on Propagation
Engineering III, April 1990, Orlando. The paper
presented there appears (unrefereed) in SPIE Pro-
ceedings 1312.

Information for Authors
I would like to stress that the submission of a paper that has
previously been part of a proceedings must be submitted in
the format described in the Information for Contributors,
which appears in every issue of Optical Engineering. I also
expect that some revision of the manuscript will have taken
place because at a conference one often includes speculative
statements that may not necessarily be appropriate for the
journal. The authors should clearly identify the conference at
which the paper was presented.

Please note that I will not accept a photocopy of the paper
as it appears in the proceedings as a submission to Optical
Engineering. This is not a bureaucratic statement. The editor
and the reviewers need to know that the authors have been
willing to reformat and revise theirproceedings papers for the
journal. The format for submission allows the reviewers to
annotate the text and indicate suggested changes and ques-
tions on the manuscript itself—which is just not possible on
a copy of a proceedings paper. If accepted, then our editorial
staff in Bellingham needs a manuscript that they can work
with as they move it along to the publication stage.

I continue to look forward to presenting some of the
knowledge that has appeared in proceedings, which by their
very nature have a limited circulation. These revised papers
can appear in reviewed form in Optical Engineering, which
has a circulation of more than 12,000.

Brian J. Thompson

'B. J. Thompson, Editorial, Opt. Eng. 30(1), 4 (1991).

Editor
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Optical Engineering Editorial Schedule

August 1992
Optical Engineering and U.K. Industry
LioneiR. Baker
Sira Ltd.
South Hill, Chislehurst
Kent BR7 5EH, United Kingdom
+44 81 467 2636 . +44 81 467 6515 FAX
R. J. Parker
Rolls Royce plc
P.O. Box 31
Derby DE2 8BJ, United Kingdom

September 1992
Wavelet Transform
Harold H. Szu
U.S. Navy
Naval Surface Warfare Center, Code R44
10901 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20903-5000
3011394-3097 . 301/394-3923 FAX

October 1992
Acousto.Optics
Ting-Chung Poon
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and

State University
Bradley Department of Electrical Engineering
Optical Image Processing Laboratory
Blacksburg, VA 24061
7031231-4876 703/231-3362 FAX

November 1992

Relay Mirror Experiment
Paul W. Kervin
Phillips Laboratory
535 Lipoa Parkway, Suite 200
Kihei, HI 96753
808/874-1542 . 808/874-1640 FAX

December 1992
Automatic Target Recognition
Firooz Sadjadi
Systems and Research Center
Honeywell Inc.
3660 Technology Drive
Minneapolis, MN 55418
6121782-7543 6121782-7438 FAX

January 1993
Optical Research in Asia
Chung J. Kuo
National Chung Cheng University
Department of Electrical Engineering
Chiayi, Taiwan 62107
886-5-272-0411, ext. 6210 • 886-5-272-0862 FAX
Toshimitsu Asakura
Hokkaido University
Research Institute of Applied Electricity
Sapporo, 060 Japan
81-11-716-2111 • 81-11-758-3173 FAX
Yong H. Lee
KAIST Department of Physics
Yusung-Ku, Taejon, Korea
82-42-829-2536 • 82-42-861-1458 FAX
Run W. Wang
Shanghai Institute of Optics and Fine Mechanics
P.O. Box 800-211
Shanghai, 201800 China

February 1993
Biomedical Optics
Abraham Katzir
Tel Aviv University
School of Physics
69978 Tel Aviv, Israel
011-972-3-421648 • 011-972-3-415850 FAX

March 1993
Optical Fiber Reliability II
Hakan H. Yuce
Beilcore

445 South Street

Morristown, NJ 07962
201/829-4945 • 2011267-9753 FAX
Charles R. Kurkjian
AT&T Bell Laboratories

600MountainAvenue
MurrayHill, NJ 07960-1910
908/582-2378 • 908/582-2783 FAX
Manuscripts due July 15, 1992.

April1993
Emerging Optoelectronic Technologies
Vijai K. Tripathi
Oregon State Univeristy

Dept. of Electrical and ComputerEng.
ECE Building 220

Corvallis, Oregon 97331-3211
5031737-3617 • 503/737-1300 FAX

Manuscripts due Sep. 1, 1992

May 1993
Phase Contrast Microscopy
Maksymilian Pluta
Institute of AppliedOptics
ul. Kamionkowska 18
03-805Warszawa, Poland
4822184405 or48 22184497
4822133265 FAX

Manuscriptsdue Oct. 1, 1992.

June 1993

From Numerical to Symbolic Image Processing:
Systems & Applications
G. Vernazza
Dipartimento di Ingegneria Biofisica ed Elettronica
Universita degli Studi di Genova
ViaOperaPia, ila
16145 Genova, Italy

+39 10 353-2755 • +39 10 353-2777 FAX
Manuscripts due Oct. 15, 1992.

July 1993
Visual Communication and Image
Processing IV
Cheng-Tie Chen
Bellcore
445 South St.
Morristown, NJ 07962
201/829-5151 • 201/829-5884 FAX

Hsueh-MingHang
Center for Telecommunication Research
National Chiao-Tung University
Fisinchu, Taiwan

+886/35-7 12121 x3298 '+886/35-723283 FAX

Kou-Hu Tzou
COMSAT Labs.

22300Comsat Drive
Clarksburg, MD 20871

301/428-4663 • 301/428-7747 FAX

Manuscriptsdue Dec. 1, 1992.

August 1993

Electro-Optical Flight Systems
Amar Choudry
Science and Technology Corporation
101 Research Drive
Hampton, VA 23666
804/865-1894
Manuscripts due Jan. 1, 1993.

September 1993
Optical Science and Engineering in Canada
C.P. Grover
National Research Council
Institute for National Measurement Standards
Ottawa, Canada K1A OR6
613/993-2098 ' 613/952-1394 FAX
Manuscripts due Feb. 1, 1993.

October 1993

Microlithography
James R. Sheats
Hewlett-Packard Company
2500 Deer Creek Road
Palo Alto, CA 94304-1392
415/857-5987 ' 415/857-6241 FAX
Manuscriptsdue March 1, 1993.

November 1993

Acquisition, Tracking, and Pointing
Mohammed A. Karim
University of Dayton
Center for Electro-Optics
300 College Park
Dayton, Ohio 45469-0227
513/229-2241 ' 513/229-3433

Manuscripts due April], 1993.

December 1993

Magnetospheric Imagery and
Atmospheric Remote Sensing
Supriya Chakrabarti
University of California
Earth and Planetary Atmospheres Group
Space Sciences Lab
Berkeley, CA 94720
510/642-3524 '510/643-7629 FAX

Manuscripts due May 1, 1993.

January 1994
Infrared Technology
Marija S. Scholl
Jet Propulsion Laboratory
California Institute of Technology
4800 Oak Grove Drive
Pasadena, CA 9 1009-8099
818/354-2313 ' 818/393-6105 FAX

Manuscriptsdue June 1, 1993.

February 1994
Optical Interconnects and Packaging
Sing Lee
University of California/San Diego
E&CE Department
La Jolla, CA 92093-0407
619/534-2413 ' 619/534-1225 FAX

Manuscripts due July 1, 1993.
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