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H. J. Caulfield, Editor Optical Engineering

The Issue: Special Issues

The "special issue" has been a characteristic of Optical Engineering for many
years. Under Optical Engineering's last editor, Dr. John DeVelis, special issues
came to be a highly effective way of drawing fields together and drawing the
attention of the optics community to those fields. In this editorial, I want to
affirm my desire to maintain and strengthen what John has started. The par-
ticular questions I want to address are:

How do special issues come about?

How can interested readers become part of the process?

How can we draw attention to new, rapidly developing areas?

In the past and for the foreseeable future, the editor is responsible both for the
topic and for the special -issue editor. The special -issue editor solicits papers,
has them reviewed and modified as appropriate, and then sends them to the
journal's editor for final approval. Because the format requires time to block
out, typeset, react to author comments on galley proofs, print, and distribute,
the papers must be in the editor's hands four months before the cover date.

As of now, Optical Engineering will take several steps to open up the process
to a broader constituency. First, we will publish a listing of special -issue topics
and editors in each issue. Those wishing to have their manuscripts considered
for such an issue should correspond directly with that issue's guest editor.
Second, I issue now and will reissue periodically a sincere call for topic and
guest- editor suggestions. Please tell me the topics which need to be covered
and who knows each field best.

Third, some fields are too small or too young to support a full special issue
(typically a dozen or more papers). For those fields I have formalized a prac-
tice, often used without label by John DeVelis, of having a "minispecial" of
three to six papers in each journal issue.

Finally, in each Optical Engineering there are always ten to twelve contributed
papers which are unrelated to the special -issue topics. My goals for these
kinds of papers will be discussed in a forthcoming editorial.

Optical Engineering is your journal. I need and want your help and will try to
make your part easy. Our ultimate success is up to you.
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