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Many Physics students opt for a master’s degree in Physics without plans for pursuing a 
doctorate in the future. These students typically wish to find jobs in industry after 
receiving the M.S. degree. The traditional Physics master’s degree program, with courses 
mirroring those of the first year of a program leading to a Ph.D., is not addressed to the 
needs of many of these students. On the other hand, offering broad and extensive training 
for a variety of careers in industry may place burdens on the resources of smaller 
graduate programs. In this presentation, we describe a new Optics-Photonics program and 
course sequences developed for a small graduate Physics department at a regional 
metropolitan university (Southern Illinois University Edwardsville) which has 
successfully placed students in rewarding careers in industry that heavily utilize their 
Physics training. 

This paper is freely available as a resource for the optics and photonics education community.
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