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Introduction 
 
 
Welcome to the third edition of the SPIE International Symposium on 
Microtechnologies for the New Millennium. Four years after its foundation, the 
symposium is back to Gran Canaria, Spain, after successful biennual events in this 
same place (2003) and Sevilla (2005). This time, the VLSI Circuits and Systems 
Conference has had a total of 76 outstanding contributions including regular, 
invited, and poster papers from authors representing 15 different countries. These 
works have been distributed in 13 sessions covering a total of 11 different areas: 
Digital Design Methodologies and Tools, Multimedia, Analog Circuits, FPGAs, 
CAD, Analog and Mixed-Signal Design Methodologies and Tools, Data 
Communication, Circuit Design for RF Applications, High-Level Modelling and VLSI 
Arithmetic, Systems and Networks on a Chip, and Technology.  
 
The discussions and meetings, celebrated in the corridors of the conference site 
or during coffee breaks, reveal that multidisciplinary events like the one in this 
relaxing atmosphere are providing a good environment for the transfer of 
knowledge between academia and industry. This fact demonstrates that the 
good weather, beaches, and great surroundings of Gran Canaria do not 
interfere with holding a high-quality symposium, but act as a complementary part 
of the mechanism to spread knowledge among the scientific community. Some 
years ago it was mentioned that the best way to predict the future is to invent it. I 
am convinced that some of the ideas discussed during this year’s event will 
contribute to creating new commercial products which will facilitate the 
management of our world in the near future. 
 
I would like to thank all participants for their individual contributions. Special 
thanks go to José Fco. López, Roberto Sarmiento, and Steve Kang for organising 
the symposium, to the SPIE staff, and to my cochairs Félix B. Tobajas and Kamran 
Eshraghian for their help in organizing this VLSI Circuits and Systems Conference as 
part of the whole symposium. Finally, I consider that the success of the 
conference must be shared among the Programme Committee for reviewing, 
selecting, and distributing the papers among the different sessions and 
participating in chairing the sessions. 
 
It has been a great pleasure to meet you all here and hopefully we’ll meet again 
in two years in a new and exciting SPIE International Symposium on 
Microtechnologies for the New Millennium. 
 
 

Valentín de Armas 
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