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Introduction 
 
 
There is a long and productive relationship between SPIE and the field of 
Photodynamic Therapy. Conferences relating to this emerging field were initiated 
by Tom Dougherty in 1977, and have continued to this day. The first such meeting 
sponsored by SPIE occurred in 1987, organized jointly by Doug Neckers (Bowling 
Green State University) and Tayyaba Hasan (Massachusetts General Hospital). In 
1989, Dr. Dougherty began chairing a series of PDT sessions, as part of the SPIE 
BiOS program. This conference was initially held in Los Angeles, moved to San 
Jose in 1995, and is to be held in San Francisco beginning in 2010. Dougherty 
continued as Chair until 2003 when I was asked to be the conference organizer. 
Tayyaba Hasan has served as co-chair since 2008.  
 
SPIE also published a collection of manuscripts from the 1994 Congress of the 
International Photodynamic Association (Amelia Island, FL). The IPA met in 
Europe, Australia and Asia thereafter, but in 2009 will return to the US (Seattle). 
SPIE will once again publish the papers presented at the Congress. In 1993, I 
edited a volume containing reprints of 89 key papers relating to the history of PDT. 
This was published as part of the SPIE ‘Milestone’ Series, titled: Selected Papers on 
Photodynamic Therapy.    
 
The annual inclusion of PDT sessions at the SPIE BIOS meeting provides an 
opportunity for clinical research, pre-clinical studies and photophysical 
approaches to be discussed. This provides a useful format for bringing together 
physicians, engineers, laser specialists and others who can compare notes and 
keep track of progress in this multi-disciplinary field.    
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